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AROUND THE COMMUNION

I too have heard uninformed radio
preachers make two arguments to
prove that the God of Islam is not the
God of Judaism and Christianity. They
say: the Islamic god Allah is a pagan,
Arab god, the father of many other
gods, while the Jewish and Christian
God is the Only God, and the God of
Islam is not a Trinity, and in Islam, God
the Son does not become incarnate, die
for the sins of the world, and rise on the
third day. 

They conclude then that the Islamic
God is not the Christian God.

As to the first argument, it is true
that in pre-Islamic Arabian religion,
Allah (which means simply, “God”)
was the father of the gods. But

Muhammad transformed the father-
god Allah from the highest god to the
only God by denying the existence of
all other gods. To his fellow Arabs,
Muhammad in effect said, “You are
wrong about Allah. He has no children
and begets nothing. He does not pro-
create but instead creates.” It is this
unique Creator-God that Muslims pray
to, not the old father-god of the pre-
Islamic Arabs. The name is the same,
but the concept is very different.

The Hebrews actually seem to have
done much the same thing by identify-
ing their God, the Lord (Yahweh) with
El, the father-god of the Canaanites. To
the Canaanites they said, in effect,
“The Lord we worship is your god El,

if you remove all
the lesser gods
from under El
and understand
that El is the
only God.” In
fact, in Daniel 7
where the
“Ancient of
Days” (God) is
described as an
old man with a
white beard sit-
ting on a throne,
that is exactly

how the Canaanites envisioned and
depicted El. The Hebrews took over the
father-god of the Canaanites and said
El was another name for Yahweh. So
the Hebrews did something much like
what Muhammad did.

Should Christians say Jews worship
a different God than Christians
because the Hebrews adopted the
name and depiction of a Canaanite god
and transformed it?

As to the other argument, it is true that

in Islam, God is unitary and not a trinity.
Therefore, in Islam, there is no incarna-
tion, Jesus is not crucified nor is he raised.  

But the same things are true of God
in Judaism (no trinity, no Jesus as sav-
ior), yet many Christians say they wor-
ship the same God the Jews do. What
Christians say, in effect, is, “We wor-
ship the Unique Creator-God too,
though we believe Jews are wrong
about God in some respects. As
Christians, we believe God is a trinity
of persons, and God the son became
incarnate, died, and was raised.”

Despite some significant differences
between Christians and Muslims, I see
no reason why Christians cannot
acknowledge Muslims as fellow-wor-
shipers of the one, true God.
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Forward Movement names director

I’ve heard more than one radio
preacher say that the Islamic God is a
different God than the God of Judaism
and Christianity. Is that true?

ENS: Forward Movement Publications
has named the Rev. Dr. Richard H.
Schmidt as its new editor and executive
director, effective Sept. 1. He succeeds
the Rev. Dr. Edward S. Gleason, who is
retiring after ten years in the post. 

The Cincinnati-based Forward Movement
is an agency of the Episcopal Church, pub-
lishing Forward Day by Day, a pamphlet of
daily meditations with a circulation of
500,000, as well as a wide range of other
devotional and spiritual literature.

"I am delighted that Dick Schmidt has
accepted the position, and look forward
to working with him in the years ahead,"
said Peggy Beers, chair of the Forward
Movement Executive Committee. “He
comes to us with a good deal of experi-
ence in the publishing field, and he is
equipped as well to lead us in our core
mission to support people in their lives of

prayer and faith.
I am most excit-
ed that, as Ted
Gleason com-
pletes our first-
ever capital cam-
paign, Dick
Schmidt is com-
ing on board to
implement the
initiatives for the
funds that have
been raised.”

"I commend
the Forward Movement Executive
Committee on their careful process and
very successful outcome in the choice of
the Rev. Dr. Richard H. Schmidt to be
their next director and editor," said
Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold.
"May this be the beginning of another

fruitful chapter for Forward Movement in
their long ministry of dedicated service
to the church."

Schmidt, 60, is a native of Shelbyville,
Ky., and holds degrees from Kenyon
College, Vanderbilt Divinity School and
Wesley Theological Seminary. Ordained
in 1970, he has served Episcopal parishes
in West Virginia, Missouri and Alabama,
and as a missionary in Nigeria. He is the
former managing editor of The
Episcopalian and the author of three
books: Glorious Companions: Five
Centuries of Anglican Spirituality (2002),
Life Lessons from Alpha to Omega
(2005), and Praises, Prayers, and Curses:
Conversations with the Psalms (2005).

Schmidt and his wife of thirty-seven
years, Pamela, now reside in
Chesterfield, Missouri. They are the par-
ents of three grown sons.

S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R

The Rev. Thomas Mansella has joined
the Episcopal Church Center’s Office of
Communication in the newly created posi-
tion of Translation Services Coordinator. 

Mansella will provide regular transla-
tions of news reports, statements and
other documents into Spanish while also
coordinating translations into French and
other languages as needed. He will
arrange for simultaneous interpretation
services at General Convention,
Executive Council and other related
meetings. Mansella also will help shape

the Episcopal Church’s emerging
Spanish-language website, www.iglesi-
aepiscopal.org, set to debut later this
year.

Mansella, 60, is an Episcopal priest and
member of the American Translators
Association (ATA), which he has served
as an administrator in the Spanish
Language Division. Most recently, he has
worked as a translator in Falls Church, Va.

Mansella was recommended for his
new post by a collaborative panel repre-
senting Executive Council, the Office of

Hispanic Ministries, diocesan Latin
American ministries, the Office of
Communication, and the Church Center
Human Resources Office. The position
was funded as a 2004 action of Executive
Council.

“I see this as an important ministry of
the church.” he said. “I became involved
in translation services mostly out of pas-
toral needs of the church. Evangelism is
communication and to be able to evan-
gelize we need to communicate in a way
that people can hear and understand.”

Not just ‘English-only’

Rev. Dr. Richard H.
Schmidt


